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Enthusiasts witness Orangeville community band rebirth

_By Wes KeLier
Freelmiree Eeporker

Abour (20 enthusiasts
altended the formal rebirth of

the Orangeville Community
Band of Westside Secondory
School on Dec, M), amnd were
revarded wilth o rousing con-
cert of traditional Christinas

il

MEMBERS OF THE ORANGEVILLE Community band take to the stage in 8 pre-Christmas

Performance held at Westside Secondary.

ITRISIC,

The 35-member group
might have had the shortest
geslation period in hisiory for
o concert band of its size
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Organizer/conductor  John
Wervers, who izaches music at
all three Dufferin high schools,
sgid he was approached by a
local resident in Sepiember,
and agresd o give it & whirl,

At concepdion in Sepiember,
ithe band had sight members.
By Dec. 8, when it played a
two-hour informal Saturday
show at 'Orangeville Mall, i
had grown o its present 35 —
all evidently dedicaied, as they
wenl on from thers o do a
concert af  Lord Dufferin
Centre the following
Thursday, Dec. |3, ond then
the formal one at Westside the
Following Thursday,

It hasn't stopped growing in
its infancy. Mr. Wervers sabd
people hove been phoning as
wiard of the rebom band gals
oul. “Every week, two or thres
people call, Another six or
seven endguired after the (mall
concert). They'll likely be a
the Jon. 10 practice.”

The aim for 2008 i o have
500 instruments in the band, If

it can grow to 35 from eight in
not much over two months,
that shouldn’y Il:;e anhunmﬂiix:'::
target, especially when

wha huw:ﬁ played in MF'E':’F 5
have storted dusting off brass
that's been relegated to o for-
gotien spol in the attic.

Half of the band members

are former students of Mr
‘Wervers' classes. Some are
curvent high school students,
and others are retired — at
least one of whom hadn’t
touched an instroment in 40
YeArs,
Whether it is the dedicated
spiril of the members or the
accommodating nafure of the
organization that has led o the
band's early success mighi be
problematic. Some  people
winil o play bt don’t have an
instrument. There's usually
someons who has an instra-
menl Aot In use,

How can you ger this Kind
of mix to work together az a
cohesive concerl orchestra ?
Going into 2008, Mr. Wervers

is researching orchives and

tting iogether spring Con-
I:P:rls E-tI:aurE‘:ha: kmows would
work for the majonty of mem-
bers,

You can join by calling Mr.
Wervers (5]19-025-6149), Sian
Elliotson  (319-94 ] -6569]),
Dave Lewars (519040000 1,
by dropping infoc ‘Westside
High School any Thursday
between 7 and ¥ pom., oF con-
tacting any of the band mem-
bers,

The orgamizers migh! be
considered  “the music men,™
bt the band doesn’t heave TH
trombones. And i's nol a
marching band. Instend, it has
four rombaones, four ules, six
clarinets, an oboe. bassoon,
tuba and percussion, three alic
and three fenor saxophones,
ope baritone saxophone, s
trumpets, two French homs,
and two euphonis, And  for
he moment, we're focused on
concerts. We'll see where it
Eoes, one siep al a lime,” suid
M. Wervers.

The band 15 a  rebirth
because Orangeville, like
Shelburne ond every other
urban community, used bo
have a town band. There may
be mare than 100 i 2xizience
in Ontano even now, bot that
might be only one-tenth of
what there once were

In Shetburne, a small con-
cert band was formed m 20035,
and held ies First concest in

May of that year,

(i'nng:villc's original band,
like so many others, died in the
[960s, perhaps following the
virtual demise of the “big band
era” and the emergence of
smaller combos such as The
Beatles. Mr. Wervers doesnt
rightly know why the commi-
nity bands dwindled, but he
points oot that there are some
that hawe survived for beyond
150 years.

It is groufyimg io b, be
suid, thar some of the b
of the old Orangeville
Citizens” Band have refumed
io play in ihis nne



